
 

Friends of Sausal Creek 
Board of Directors Meeting Agenda 
Wednesday, October 8, 2014, 7-9 p.m. 

Park Blvd. Presbyterian Church, 4101 Park Blvd., 2nd Level Café Area, Oakland 
 
 

Our mission: to promote awareness and appreciation of the Sausal Creek Watershed, and 
to both take and inspire action to restore, preserve, and protect the creek and its watershed 
as a natural and community resource 
 
 
Board Involvement: 

Native Plant Sale and Open House – Sun., Oct. 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
End of Year Appeal Signing Party – Wed., Nov. 5, 6 p.m., Richelle’s House 
November Presentation by Lisa Owens Viani Raptors, Rats, and Riparian Areas 

(flyer attached) – Wed., Nov. 19, 7 p.m. 
 
 
7:00 Remarks from the Chair 
 
7:10 Board Member Briefing:  Richard Kauffman on Vegetation Management 
 
7:30 Community Engagement:  Discussion led by Steve Ritchie 
 
7:50 End of Year Appeal Letter Brainstorm 
 
8:05 Minutes and Commitments Review 
 
8:20 Financial Report 

Project Timeline and Cash Flow Chart 
  Operating Reserve Policy 
 
8:35 Executive Director Responds to Questions on Staff Report (report attached) 
 
8:50 Round Robin or Reflections – a word or sentence from each person 
 
 

 



RAPTORS, RATS, AND 
RIPARIAN AREAS 

Lisa Owens Viani 

WHEN: 

Wed., Nov. 19, 7-9 p.m. 

WHERE: 
Dimond Library 
3565 Fruitvale Ave.  
Oakland 

 

 
Lisa Owens Viani, Co-founder and Director 
of Raptors Are The Solution (RATS), will 
talk about urban raptors and the threats they 
face, particularly from rat poison, and also 
discuss less toxic ways of controlling 
rodents. She will describe a nine-year study 
of Cooper’s hawks in Berkeley and their 
connection to riparian habitat, as well as how 
the study led to the formation of RATS. 
 

FOR MORE INFO: 

coordinator@sausalcreek.org ⋅ (510) 501-3672 
www.sausalcreek.org  

Photo by Dave Harper 

Photo by Tony Brake 



 

 
Mail: P.O. Box 2737, Oakland CA 94602              Phone: 510-501-3672              Web: www.sausalcreek.org              Email: coordinator@sausalcreek.org      

 
STAFF REPORT FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Wednesday, October 8, 7-9 p.m. 
Park Blvd. Presbyterian Church, 4101 Park Blvd., 2nd Level Café Area, Oakland 

 
 
RESTORATION PROGRAM 
 
Creek to Bay Day:  A big thank you to all of our dedicated volunteers who came out to clean up 
the creek on Creek to Bay Day on September 20. We hosted projects at 11 different sites around 
the Sausal Creek Watershed, with more than 215 volunteers removing over 90 cubic yards of 
invasive species, 43 bags of trash, and 20 pounds of dog poop. Great job, everyone! 
 
Monterey Redwoods:  Michelle and Kimra met with Park Supervisor II Robert Kennedy to 
discuss the Restoration Committee’s proposed erosion abatement plan at Monterey Redwoods. 
Robert proposed that we start by installing erosion control materials at the storm drain inlet and 
outlet, with the city as the lead. 
 
Pallid Manzanitas:  The tree permit for the Chabot Space and Science Center (CSSC) tree 
removals around the pallid manzanitas is now effective and we are waiting to receive the start 
date. Annual monitoring for the pallid manzanitas on nursery grounds was completed in 
September. As we have seen across the watershed, the drought—coupled with difficult watering 
access and steep slopes—made survival difficult for our new plantings, leaving only a few 
surviving and two healthy pallids at the nursery. 
 
22nd St. “Austin Square” Site (Alameda County Flood Control land):  Michelle and Kimra 
met with county and city staff to support a new volunteer adopting this site. This site adoption 
was approved on October 1 and Michelle is coordinating with the site leader to set up workdays. 
This lower watershed site is an exciting addition to our work. Earlier this year Kathleen Harris 
also got county approval to conduct aquatic insect monitoring at this site. 
 
 
NATIVE PLANT NURSERY 
 
Native Plant Sale and Open House:  There are many shifts to be filled on the day of the plant 
sale. A sign-up sheet will be circulated at the board meeting. 
 
Nursery Upgrades:  The irrigation expansion is complete and the additional shade fabric has 
been installed. Three Eagle Scouts are working on building 13 new benches. Other Eagle Scout 
projects at the nursery include the installation of a new soil bin cover and a pathway and new 
vegetable beds behind the shade house. We also hope to fund more permanent, aluminum signs 
along the fence to educate passersby about the native plants in our demonstration garden. We 
anticipate having to replace the green house door soon. 
 
Nursery Security:  Kimra has not yet gotten an insurance quote for insuring plant stock. 
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Nursery Propagation: Michelle and Kimra met with Park Supervisor II Robert Kennedy to 
discuss how the nursery might be able to support the city’s plan for utilizing native plants in 
medians. We are providing the city with a plant palette and plant request protocol. 
 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND EDUCATION 
 
Community Outreach:  Unfortunately the article on the plight of the rainbow trout during the 
drought that ran in The Montclarion and Oakland Tribune at the end of September incorrectly 
identified the creek’s fish as steelhead, and indicated that Sausal Creek’s fish are able to migrate 
from the ocean back to Sausal Creek, which is impossible because of the culverts in the lower 
watershed. Kimra is trying to get online versions of the article corrected and plans to have an 
article on the creek’s resident rainbow trout in our November-December newsletter. 
 
Kids Pages:  Our web hosting service is discontinuing support of the programming language that 
powers our Kids Pages website on November 1. The Google Maps portion of the Kids Pages has 
not been functional for some time. Given lack of usage of the site, uncertainty about what 
updating the site would entail, and the potential emergence of other incompatibilities given how 
the website was designed, Michelle, Richard, and the Steering Committee have decided to take 
down the website and incorporate useful parts into our existing website. We welcome 
community and board volunteer leadership as we continue discussing how best to present 
pertinent watershed info to students and teachers on the web, and potentially seek funding to 
make such upgrades. 
 
 
GRANTS AND CONTRACTS UPDATE 
 
Alameda County Flood Control and Water Conservation District:  We are still waiting to 
receive a draft of our new 5-Year contract for 7/1/15-6/30/20. 
 
Prop. 84 Urban Streams Restoration Program:  The engineering consultant is to submit 50% 
design drawings and cost estimates on October 7 and the design report on October 15. We 
anticipate that 100% plans will be finalized in mid-January. FOSC (with Bob Roat’s leadership) 
needs to work on the permit applications in November. 
 
Grant applications have been submitted to the Bill Graham Memorial Foundation  ($4,500) and 
The Clorox Company Foundation ($6,700) to fund our youth environmental education 
program for school year 2014-2015 and summer 2015. Thank you to former board member 
Sarah Nathe for copy editing both grant applications. 
 
Through two corporate workdays coordinated by HandsOn Bay Area on September 25, we 
were able to purchase $1,200 in field supplies, including three pop-up shade structures, two 
junior-sized weed wrenches, 11 pruners, and a new field whiteboard and markers. Michelle and 
Kimra are working on project proposals for future partnerships where we contribute staff time to 
lead the workday and have a budget for project materials. 
 
 
GENERAL PROGRAMMING/STAFFING 
 
New Computers:  Michelle and Kimra are grateful to have new laptops!   
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Fall Ecological Restoration Internship:  Helen Dickson started on September 8. She will be 
assisting with field and nursery programs for 12 hours/week through December 31. 
 
Staffing:  We do not anticipate needing to hire a field assistant beginning on January 1, 2015, as 
budgeted. The job description and timing for this new hire will be determined as the Prop. 84 
Urban Streams Restoration Program plans are finalized (i.e., as we know the timeline for the 
staff-led volunteer portions of the project). 
 
 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
 
For the Future Fund: The Vanguard account is now open and all For the Future quasi-
endowment funds are now in this new account. 
 
Board members should review the draft Operating Reserve Policy for discussion and action at 
the board meeting. 


