
 

 

                    

  CITY OF OAKLAND 

MUNICIPAL SERVICE CENTER   ●   7101 EDGEWATER DRIVE   ●   OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 94621 

Public Works Department                  (510) 615-5566 

Bureau of Facilities and Environment                            FAX (510) 615-5845 

Parks and Tree Services Division              TDD (510) 238-3254 

 

August 8, 2017 

 

RE: Dimond Park Oak Tree 

Dimond Grove Picnic Area 

 

 

Dear Neighbors, 

 

We write to you with sad news about the large Coast Live Oak tree that stands in Dimond Park 

near the Dimond Grove picnic area and play structure. On June 19th a large limb split from the 

tree, falling onto the surrounding picnic tables. Thankfully, no one was injured, but the limb 

failure revealed an excessive amount of decay in the main trunk of the tree. Unfortunately, this 

indicated that the tree is no longer safe to leave standing, and the City of Oakland is now forced 

to remove this tree for the safety of everyone who uses the park. 

 

Like many residents, we will be sad to see this tree come down. Older and larger trees such as 

this one have an increased likelihood of failure – meaning the tree is more likely than others to 

fall or have major limbs fall from it. In this case, a large cavity exists in the main trunk where the 

two primary stems originate. This cavity extends downward and has filled with decomposed leaf 

litter. Wood decay simply cannot be reversed. In addition to the existence of the trunk cavity and 

the presence of wood decay fungi, this tree’s structure also has an inherent weakness: the two 

large stems growing from a single trunk is less strong than that of a single-trunked tree. 

 

The City of Oakland is responsible for providing a safe, usable, space for the public. When we 

are assessing a tree for risk, one of the primary considerations is its location – and whether its 

potential collapse could injure people or damage property within the park. Because this tree 

stands near the popular play structure and Dimond Grove Picnic area, and because of its 

significant height, large canopy spread, and large stems and limbs, the consequences of any 

failure could be severe. 

 

Our Tree Services Division strives to maintain the public trees in a manner to minimize tree 

failures. However, in this case we are out of solutions to preserve this tree. Pruning would not 

reduce the risk to an acceptable level. Even if we attempted extreme pruning, this could cause 

additional problems, as this often causes trees to go into rapid decline when they are already in a 

compromised condition. 

 



 

 

The Tree Services Division takes decisions about the removal of large park trees very seriously. 

Unfortunately, the combination of this tree’s structural weakness, the potential consequences of a 

failure, and the lack of appropriate risk mitigation measures that can be applied, we are left with 

only the removal of this tree as the option of last resort. 

 

We anticipate beginning removal in early September. Until the tree has come down, we ask that 

anyone using this part of the park exercise caution, stay aware of their surroundings, and report 

any additional damage or hazards they observe. 

 

Thank you for your understanding and for sharing in our love of Dimond Park. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Giacomo Damonte 

Acting Senior Urban Forester 

Certified Arborist WE-8155A 

ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified 

Park & Tree Services Division - Bureau of Facilities & Environment 

City of Oakland - Public Works Department 

 


